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13 Mystery Authors
Sessions and Workshops for

Readers & Writers
Panel Discussions and Book Signings

Mechanicsburg Mystery Bookshop Presents…



Meet Authors:
Cordelia Frances Biddle
Chris Grabenstein
Kathryn Miller Haines
Don Helin
Larry Kerr
Valerie Malmont
Paul Malmont
Alan Orloff
Dennis Royer
Mike Silvestri
Maria V. Snyder
David R. Stewart
Victoria Thompson

Tentative Schedule
9:00 – 9:45 a.m. Registration
9:45 – 10:45 a.m.
Reader/Writer Session: Keystone State Mysteries - Pennsylvania authors
will talk about their books and what it's like to write a locally-based mystery.
Moderator: Dennis Royer. Panelists: Don Helin, Larry Kerr, Mike Silvestri
and David R. Stewart

11:00 a.m. – 11:45 a.m.
Reader Session:
Join popular authors Valerie Malmont and her son Paul Malmont as they tell
us the similarities and differences in their books, their writing styles, their mo-
tivations, etc.

11:00 a.m. – 11:55 a.m.
Writer Session:
Mystery and History: Awriter workshop with Cordelia Frances Biddle, au-
thor of the critically-acclaimed Martha Beale historical series.

12:00 noon – 12:45 p.m.
Lunch Break & Book Signings

1:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.
Reader Session for Kids and the Young at Heart:
Chris Grabenstein will read a selection from latest book in his popular kids’
“Haunted Mystery Series” The Black Heart Crypt. In this fourth volume of
Chris's popular HauntedMysteries series, Zack must once again do battle with
malevolent spirits. With the assistance of three dotty aunts (and their crazy
cats), he must also save his town from a 200-year-old threat.

1:30 – 2:30 p.m.
Reader Session:
The Time isWrite! - Historical mystery writers discuss the fun and challenges
of setting their stories in the past. Moderator: Victoria Thompson. Panelists:
Paul Malmont and Kathryn Miller Haines
Writer Session:
TheAdventures of CaptainAnalog -Aprimer on writers' technical issues and
how to get the most for your technological dollar with Mike Silvestri, author
of The Gospel of Matthias Kent and Bark of the Tree

2:30 - 3:30 p.m.
Reader/Writer Session: HowMystery Writers Use Theatrical Techniques
When Crafting Stories - Join Chris Grabenstein, Cordelia Frances Biddle and
Kathryn Miller Haines for an entertaining and lively performance of the im-
provisational techniques they use to come up with ideas for their books.

3:30 – 4:30 p.m.
Reader/Writer Session: Jane Marple in the 21st Century: Moderator:
Maria V. Snyder. Panelists: Victoria Thompson and Alan Orloff

4:30 –6:00 p.m.
Meet the Authors/Book Signing

Questions? Call Toll Free: 1-866-MY ALIBI or Email: mysterybooks@comcast.net

The Mt. O Kids of the
Mt. Olivet United

Methodist Church will have
a concession stand

with continental breakfast
and lunch items available

for purchase.
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Author Information
Cordelia Frances Biddle

Cordelia’s career path first took
her to NewYork where she acted on
stage and TV, playing a small recur-
ring role in the daytime drama, “One
Life to Live,” and being fortunate to
be cast in “Gemini,” a play directed
by award-winning Jerry Zaks.

Drama remains with her in her
writing. She inhabits her characters
when working and sees the settings
she describes in cinematic terms.

The Martha Beale Series grew
out of her love of Philadelphia.
When she writes about poverty dur-
ing the 1840’s, she is often envision-
ing current volunteer work she does
with Episcopal Community Services
(ECS). She feels she straddles two
worlds: one in the twenty-first cen-
tury section of the city known as So-
ciety Hill where she lives with her
husband and sometime co-author,
Steve Zettler; the other an era of car-
riages and gas lamps when Philadel-
phia was at once intensely crowded
with humanity and rimmed with bu-
colic fields and virgin woods. Her
title character isn’t the only conjurer
of spirits.

To date, there are 4 books in the
Martha Beale Series. Under the
name Nero Blanc, Cordelia also
wrote, with her husband, the 12mys-
teries in the popular CrosswordMys-
tery Series.

Chris Grabenstein
Chris is a former improvisational

comedian (he and BruceWillis were
in the same GreenwichVillage com-
edy troupe in the early 1980s), nearly
20 years writing commercials for
America's top advertising agencies.

His writing talent was first dis-
covered by James Patterson. He also
had the great good fortune to write
scripts for JimHenson'sMUPPETS.

He won the Anthony Award for
"Best First Mystery" for his debut
Tilt AWhirl— the first in a series of
John Ceepak stories set in a New Jer-
sey tourist town called Sea Haven.

The second book,MadMouse, was
called one of the "Ten Best Mys-
teries of 2006" by Kirkus.Whack a
Mole came out to great critical ac-
claim in 2007. The NewYorkDaily
News called the fourth Ceepak
book, Hell Hole, a "must-read."
Mind Scrambler and Rolling Thun-
der which was a finalist for the
Watson Award for Best Sidekick,
round out the first Ceepak six pack.

Random House publishes his
critically acclaimed Haunted Mys-
tery Series forMiddle Grades read-
ers: The Crossroads, which won
both the Anthony and Agatha
awards for best Children's/YA
novel, The Hanging Hill (which
also won the Agatha), The Smokey
Corridor, and, in 2011, The Black
Heart Crypt.

His new caper series for kids
(an Ocean’s Eleven starring 11-
year-olds) Riley Mack and other
known troublemakers will debut in
January 2012 from HarperCollins.

Kathryn Miller Haines
Kathryn is an actor, mystery

writer, and award-winning play-
wright. She grew up in San Anto-
nio, Texas, and received her BA in
English and Theatre from Trinity
University in San Antonio and her
MFA in English from the Univer-
sity of Pittsburgh.

She's a member of the Mary
Roberts Rinehart Chapter of Sisters
in Crime and has been a board
member of the New York chapter
of MysteryWriters of America.

In addition to writing the Rosie
Winter mystery series for Harper-
Collins, she's also writing a young
adult mystery series for Roaring
Brook Press, a division ofMacMil-
lan, the first of which,Girl is Mur-
der, is scheduled for release in July.

Don Helin
Don is a native ofMinneapolis,

Minnesota where he attended the
University of Minnesota. After

General Information
Conference Location:

The Conference will take place at:

Mount Olivet United Methodist Church
5000 Simpson Ferry Road
Mechanicsburg, PA

Concession Stand:

The “Mt. O Kids” of the Mt. Olivet
United Methodist Church will run a Con-
cession Stand with continental breakfast
and lunch items available for purchase.

Contact Information:

Mechanicsburg Mystery Bookshop
6 Clouser Road
(Corner of Trindle & Clouser Roads)
Mechanicsburg, PA 17055
Phone: 717/795-7470
Toll Free Phone: 1-866-MYALIBI
Email: mysterybooks@comcast.net
www.MysteryBooksOnline.com

To Register:
To register for the conference, please
complete and the registration form and
mail to:

Mechanicsburg Mystery Bookshop
6 Clouser Road
Mechanicsburg, PA 17055

Or Fax:
Phone: 717/795-7473
Toll Free Phone: 1-866-MYALIBI

Accommodations:
We’ve secured a block of rooms at the
Hampton Inn which is approximately 10
minutes from the conference site. To re-
ceive the special conference rate of $99
(not including taxes) please be sure to
give the Group Code: MBW. Please be
sure to reserve your room by September
9, 2011 as the block will be released on
that date.

Hampton Inn
4950 Ritter Road
Rossmoyne Business Center
Mechanicsburg, PA 17055
717-691-1300



Author Information
graduation, he entered the U.S.Army
and served in posts across the United
States, and overseas in Vietnam and
Germany.

After a career in the military, Don
spent a number of years in Washing-
ton D.C. as a lobbyist for industry,
giving himmorematerial for thrillers.

Don used his experience in the
Pentagon to create Colonel Sam
Thorpe. In the fictionalized world of
Thy Kingdom Come, Sam has served
25 years in the Army, the last 6 as a
member of the Pentagon's elite anti-
terrorist task force.

Don is a member of the Pen-
nwriters and International Thriller
Writers.

Larry Kerr
Larry was born and grew up in

western Pennsylvania. A graduate of
Lock Haven University and Penn
State, Larry was a reporter/photogra-
pher at two newspapers in western
Pennsylvania prior to taking a posi-
tion as a copy editor at a newspaper in
south central Pennsylvania. He now
works for a state agency serving the
Pennsylvania Supreme Court.

Always interested in fiction,
Larry began writing in earnest in
2004. He won an honorable mention
in theMechanicsburgMystery Book-
shop’s short story contest for 2005.
He also won an honorable mention in
the 2007 Central PA magazine short
story contest. In 2010, he was pub-
lished as part of an anthology titled
Inhuman, put out byAbsolute Xpress.

Paul Malmont
Paul is a Copy Director at an in-

teractive advertising agency in New
York. He has written for the Cartoon
Network, VH1.com, Pfizer, Ricoh,
and a host of other corporate clients.
His work has also won awards from
Communication Arts and The One
Show, and has been included in Time
Magazine’s “Best of…”

Paul’s short film, The King of the
Magicians, was a commendation
winner at the UK Festival of Fantas-

tic Films and premiered at the Los
Angeles International Film Festival.
He has been privileged to work on
such legendary cinematic bombs as
Bonfire of the Vanities, Hudson
Hawk and The LastAction Hero, but
he also worked on The Fisher King
and Honeymoon in Vegas.

Valerie Malmont
Valerie Pennsylvania’s queen of

mystery. She is the author of the ac-
claimed Tori Miracle series set in
rural Lickin Creek, Pennsylvania, a
fictional town not unlike her own
real-life home of Chambersburg, PA.
Her son, Paul Malmont is also an au-
thor.

Alan Orloff
Alan Orloff has had an eclectic

career, He has worked on nuclear
submarines, supervised assembly
workers in factories, and stacked
washing machines three high in a
warehouse with a forklift. He worked
at a The Washington Post, for a mar-
keting research firm, and at a hard-
ware/software systems developer. He
even started his own newsletter busi-
ness, educating the public about the
benefits of recycling and waste re-
duction (GO EARTH!).

Years later, he decided business
wasn't really his thing either. Buoyed
by the support of his wife, he started
writing fiction. His book, Diamonds
for the Dead was nominated for the
AgathaAward for Best First Novel.

Amember of Mystery Writers of
America, International Thriller Writ-
ers, and The Writer's Center in
Bethesda, MD, and Alan has com-
pleted the Herndon (VA) Police De-
partment's Citizen's PoliceAcademy.

Dennis Royer
Dennis Royer has enjoyed a

lengthy career in information tech-
nology as a programmer and network
administrator. He began writing nov-
els in 2000 as an artistic release from
the unforgiving logic of bits and
bytes. As a resident of rural Perry
County, Pennsylvania, Dennis de-

rives inspiration from his bucolic sur-
roundings. His Perry Countymystery
novels center on the rural lifestyle
and includemountain lions, rustic old
inns, Native American culture, and
buried treasure!

Mike Silvestri
Born in New Cumberland, Mike

Silvestri honed his writing skills at an
early age when he used lipstick to
comment on his older sister’s exten-
sive early sixties 45 RPM record col-
lection, a fact his sister still reminds
him of to this day.

Writing reemerged in Mike’s life
during his elder daughter’s turbulent
pursuit of an English Degree where
nouns and verbs were the subject of
much action.

During the spring of 2002,
Mike’s first article appeared in “Cen-
tralPA Magazine.” Soon afterward,
his award winning stories, essays, and
poetry were popping up in everything
from literary journals to tabloids.
Mike launched his maiden mystery
novel, Bark of the Tree in the fall of
2004.

Maria V. Snyder
Maria V. Snyder writes the New

York Times best-selling Study Series
(Poison Study,Magic Study and Fire
Study) about a youngwomanwho be-
comes a poison taster. Maria returned
to school to earned a Master of Arts
degree in fiction writing from Seton
Hill University. Unable to part com-
pany with Seton Hill and its wonder-
ful writing program, Maria is
currently a teacher andmentor for the
MFAprogram.

Her award-winning Glass Series
(Storm Glass, Sea Glass and Spy
Glass) about a glass magician who
can capture magic inside her glass
creations. To research for the Glass
books, Maria attended several glass
blowing classes.

Maria's environmental experi-
ence also did not go to waste. Her
tree-hugging...er...concern about the
environment comes out in her Insider



BEFORE September 10
Adults = $7.50
Kids = $3.50*

Registration Fees:
AFTER September 10 (and at the door)

Adults = $10.00
Kids = $3.50*

*Kids = 10 - 17 years of age
Under 10 years of age - no registration fee

Author Information
books (Inside Out and Outside In)
comes out in both books. Trella's
world is completely contained and
they must reuse and recycle every-
thing. One thing they got right in one
otherwise messed-up world!

A stickler for research, Maria
takes classes and experiences as
much as possible so her stories are re-
alistic.

Maria is currently working on a
new series featuring a healer in a
wold recovering from a horrible
plague. Touch of Plague is due out in
January of 2012.

David R. Stewart
David’s father was born in Bally-

mena, Ireland, in 1907. His mother’s
family emigrated from County Cork
and around 1730.Avidly interested in
his Irish heritage, he became involved
with the Irish Heritage Society of
Central Pennsylvania. Amonth-long
pilgrimage to Irleland in 1981 served
to further stimulate that interest and
thus began the Doyle mystery series.

Victoria Thompson
Victoria Thompson is the best-

selling author of 20 historical ro-
mances, a career that gave her a great
admiration for life in the 19th Cen-
tury. Now she is writing the Gaslight
Mystery Series, featuring midwife
Sarah Brandt and police detective
Frank Malloy, for Berkley Prime
Crime.

A popular public speaker, Victo-
ria is a founding member and past
president of Novelists, Inc., a national
organization of published writers of
popular fiction. She is also co-
founder and past-president of PEN-
NWRITERS, a statewide writer's
organization in Pennsylvania. Victo-
ria has served on the board of direc-
tors of Romance Writers of America
(RWA) for four years, and was co-
founder and the first President of
New Jersey RomanceWriters.

Registration Form
Murder As You Like It

September 24, 2011 ••• 9:00 am — 6:00 pm
Mount Olivet United Methodist Church

5000 Simpson Ferry Road • Mechanicsburg, PA 17055

ThankYou for Printing or TypingYour Information

Name: ________________________________________________________________________

Street/P O Box Address __________________________________________________________

City: _______________________________State: ___ Zip: _____________________________

Phone: ___________________________________________________________

Email: ____________________________________________________________

Before September 10:

Number of Adults Attending: ____ x $7.50 = $ ________

Number of Kids under 17 Attending: ____ x $3.50 = $ ________

After September 10 or at the Door:

Number of Adults Attending: ____ x $10.00 = $ ________

Number of Kids under 17 Attending: ____ x $3.50 = $ ________

NOTE: No charge for kids under the age of 10.

Space is limited and first come,first serve for the writing sessions.Please check the
boxes if you plan to attend either or both of the writing sessions:

� 11:00 Writer Session: Mystery and History with Cordelia Frances Biddle

� 2:00 Writer Session: The Adventures of Captain Analog

Methods of Payment - Please check one or fill in credit card information

� Check - Payable to:Mechanicsburg Mystery Bookshop

� Credit Card - we accept MasterCard,VISA & American Express

Name as it appears on the Credit Card: _____________________________________________

Credit Card Number: ____________________________________________________________

Expiration Date: __________________________________________________

Fax or mail your registration information to:
717-795-7473 - Fax

Mechanicsburg Mystery Bookshop
6 Clouser Road

Mechanicsburg, PA 17055




